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From the 

Grand Knight 

  
   Derek Storey 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

 

We all became Knights through different means: maybe we were 

asked, graduated from the squires, approached the Knights on our 

own or grew up attending Knights functions and saw their works.  

The latter pertains to me as 5 Grand Knights and 2 Faithful 

navigators took me to many activities, socials, works of charity 

and parades.  From “shake the can” to delivering food baskets, 

they showed me the way.  I was not left out of the fun activities as 

I went to cookouts, volleyball vs. the local VFW and marching in 

parades.  All these activities made me realize that when they asked 

me to be a Knight, “yes” was the only answer. 

 

They also made me realize that times change.  The council I 

became part of (#2771, St. Anthony’s, Longview, TX) stopped 

certain events, such as Bingo, when it no longer paid for their hall.  

The hall that held so many meetings and Fourth degrees and was 

the location of countless receptions had to be sold.  There were so 

many memories that I had of that hall that I was sad to see it sold. 

 

The past couple of meetings and a committee meeting have shown 

that our council wishes to adapt to the changes and find new 

activities and fundraisers; however, talk will only do so much and 

silence will do less.  If there is something that you believe will 

work, bring it up, whether in public (business meeting) or in 

private.  Will your idea raise questions and will you have to lead 

it? Yes.  And after the questions, if the Brothers feel it is a worthy 

cause, they will give their support. 

 

By the way the 5 GK’s and 2 FN’s mentioned earlier was 1 

person: my dad. 

 

Awards for March 

Knight of the Month: DGK Conard Kester 

Family of the Month: Dennis and Anita Rushlau 

 

Why make reservations? On May 11th, avoid the long lines at 

restaurants for Mother’s Day and bring the entire family to our 

Corporate Communion at the 8:45 mass.  Yes, we have our 

favorite mass to attend, and why not join Brother Knights and 

their families.  A light breakfast awaits in the St. Joseph’s room 

after the mass. FAMILIES ALWAYS WELCOMED. 

 

The State Convention is this weekend at the Sheraton (formally 

Adam’s Mark Hotel).  All Knights are welcomed to attend (bring 

your membership card) and  there are many opportunities to meet 

brothers from across the state.  For more information, go to 

www.tkofc.org and if you want to avoid the traffic you can get 

there by  DART rail. 

 

Supporting White Rose:  Council 12153, St. Gabriel the 

Archangel, is hosting a golf tournament on May 10th with 

proceeds going to the White Rose Foundation.  It will be in 

McKinney at the Oak Hollow Golf Course.  Questions?  Contact 

Brother Mark @ 972-548-7241 or m-namey@raytheon.com. 

 

Charity Unity Fraternity 

GK Derek Storey 

972-487-7099 

dtstorey@garlandisd.net 

 

 

 
From the 

Financial 

Secretary  
  Lairy Johnson 

Congratulations! 

Please extend your congratulations to our newest Honorary Life 

member Mr. Henry Horton. Hank has completed 25 consecutive 

years of service and is over the age of 70. These are the necessary 

credentials to become an Honorary Life Member. This now brings 

our council up to 22 HL's. Hank's steadfast and patient service are 

an example to us all. Just keep paying your dues year after year 

and eventually you will all get there. Be aware that if you 

experience a break in service either to withdrawal or suspension 

the clock resets to zero and all the years prior to the break are 

forfeit. Brother Hank will receive a permanent card and will 

exempt from paying dues. Also, the council will not be assessed 

by either the Supreme or the State council. Good luck Brother 

Hank, and thank you. 

Lairy 

 

Dues Report 

I am still working on late dues payments at this late time of the 

year. We still have 16 members unpaid at this point, and the 

 



retention effort will continue. Retaining a member is more 

important than recruiting because we need to keep the members 

we have. There are a lot of reasons I suppose for leaving the 

Knights and the most often cited excuse is that the member can't 

participate in activities due to other commitments or that they 

have moved, thus logically they suppose that they can not be 

members. Really? Just because a fellow can't flip a pancake or 

cook a meatball for the council is no reason to quit. You see we 

have quite a few members who never show up for events. They 

are just not here. They live in far flung places like Iraq, France, 

Georgia, Mexico City, Connecticutt, Kansas,  Frisco, San Angelo 

just to name a few. These men pay their dues and they are "active" 

members in good standing. So if your schedule or location is 

different that should not hold up your membership. You can still 

be a Knight just by paying your dues. Then some day when you 

have the time and you are around you can help out. Until then 

keep your membership current. Also, on this subject when a 

member wants to transfer to another council the dues should be 

paid so that the member is in good standing. You can really 

transfer if your dues aren't paid. 

Lairy 

 

Membership Statistics as of April 1, 2008: 

Associate Members:       171 

Insurance Members:         92 

Inactive Members:              7 

Total Members:              270 

Net Members:                 263 

Honorary Members:           5 

Honorary Life Members:  21 

                      Quota   Gain   Loss   Net 

Membership:    12        18       0       18 

Insurance:          6          8        1        7 

 

Lairy 

 

Veterans Hospital Report 

Our VA team descended on the hospital last month with snacks 

and some goodies to pass out to the patients. We numbered 18 

volunteers. This is the fine support given to this program.  Most 

members of the team would agree that this visit is the fastest 3 

hour period of the month. Time flies when we visit. We meet 

every month on the 3rd Wednesday. Muster at the flag pole at St 

Joseph between 5:30 and 6:00 PM. From there we carpool 

departing at 6:00 PM sharp. Members may also report to the VA 

hospital on their own by 7:00. We play bingo, serve snacks, play 

more bingo. Then return. We have a continual need for coffee 

and coffee supplies such as creamer and sweeteners. And some 

microwave popcorn would be nice too. Try to make it to the next 

meeting if you can. 

Lairy 

 

Tom Thumb Report 

Thank goodness for the higher price of food. As a council we 

spent a record amount of $4661. We get $46.61 which is the 

good news. So keep on eating well my fellows. You spent, you 

eat, our council gets money. It’s a simple fundraiser. So when 

you read this report have an extra pork chop, and to be sure you 

are helping your council have a little pie with that. Keep eating. 

You are helping. Our good neighbor number is 5294. If any of 

you new fellows want to help out go to Tom Thumb and ask 

them to link your reward card to that number. 

Lairy 

 

Kroger Report 

We received our last check from the Kroger good neighbor 

program. It was for $282.88. They are changing the program and 

at this time I am not sure we qualify per their requirements. I am 

still checking into this and will let you know. But it has been a 

good run. And we should be thankful for the money they have 

shared with us.  

Lairy 

 

 

Council 

Activities 

 

From the 

Membership 

Director & 

1-Year Trustee  
Isaac Sandoval Jr. 

Council 8954 2007-2008 Proposed Charity Recipients List 

 

The Charity Committee met on Monday, March 17, 2008; 

developed the 2007-2008 Charity recipients’ list presented at the 

April business meeting; council voted to have the committee 

review the list for consideration of charities that had been 

proposed by a member.  Committee met on Monday, April 21, 

2008 and the following list was developed and voted to be 

presented at the May business meeting and included in the May 

Council Newsletter; and voted in the June 5th business meeting.    

        

Network of Richardson                             

Good Samaritan of Garland                             

Sisters of Notre Dame 

Habitat for Humanity 

White Rose 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Garland Family Outreach 

 Missionaries of Charity 

Scottish Rite Hospital 



American Cancer Society 

 Montserrat Retreat House  

St. Joseph Youth Ministry 

 Equest 

 St. Joseph Vacation Bible School 

Cardinal Maderos Fund for Bishop Ferrell 

Wheel Chair Foundation 

Achievement Center of Texas 

Circle of Friends 

Council 8954 – St. Joseph Adult Library  

Guadalupe Radio Network, KATH 910 

8 Vocation Scholarships voted and awarded  to date 

 

Respectfully submitted by: Council 8954 Charity Committee 

Isaac Sandoval, Chairman, Joel Lanoux, Tony Pascarelli, Elmer 

Resko, Paul Sine, Brian Roeten, Hank Horton (excused), Jim 

Hemmingway, Bob Procsal (excused). 

 

Presented:  Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Revised List Presented:  Thursday, May 1, 2008 
 

Isaac  

 

 

From the 

2-Year Trustee 

 
   Brian Roeten 

Officer Nomination Selection Committee 

 

The Officer Nomination Selection Committee met on Monday, 

March 24th to initiate determining a recommended slate of officers 

for the 2008-2009 Fraternal Year.  We met again on April 21st to 

finalize the nomination selection of the committee.  However, 

anyone can still be nominated to run for any office.  Please 

contact Brian Roeten if you would like to be an officer.  The only 

requirements are that you have to be a Third Degree member in 

good standing.  The following slate of officer nominations are 

being submitted by the committee: 

 

Grand Knight:  Conard Kester 

Deputy Grand Knight: Harold Hansen 

Chancellor:  Chris Glaser 

Chaplain:  Msgr. Don Fischer 

Recorder:  Phil Lozano 

Treasurer:  Larry Bruce 

Financial Secretary: Lairy Johnson (appointed; replacement 

to be James Dulac) 

Advocate:  Tom Parker 

Lecturer:  Tom Parker (appointed) 

Warden:   Bill Thelan 

Inside Guard:  Mike Condy 

Outside Guard:  Terry Ryan 

Outside Guard:  Jim Hemingway 

One Year Trustee: Brian Roeten 

Two Year Trustee: Joel Lanoux 

Three Year Trustee: Derek Storey 

 

Brian  

 
Council Calendar 

Apr. '08   

30th ** 7 p.m. Officer's meeting 

   

May '08   

1st 7 p.m. Business Meeting 

2nd -4th  State Convention IN DALLAS 

3rd 9 a.m First Sat. Mass and Rosary 

4th All masses Breakfast Burritos 

7th 7:30 p.m. First Degree 

11th 8:45 a.m. Corporate Communion 

17th 6 a.m. Garage Sale 

21st 6 p.m. VA Hospital visit 

31st  

Special Olympics Summer 

Games 

   

Jun. '08   

1st All masses Breakfast Burritos 

4th 7 p.m. Officer Meeting 

5th 7 p.m. Business Meeting 

7th 9 a.m First Sat. Mass and Rosary 

11th 7:30 p.m. First Degree 

18th 6 p.m. VA Hospital visit 

19th 7 p.m. Officer Installation 

 

Knights of Columbus Garage Sale 

Clean out the closets and the garage at home, the next K of C 

garage sale is scheduled for Saturday, May 17th. Requesting 

donations of gently used items. The procedure is the same. Drop 

off donations Thursday evening (May 15th) in room 124PC 

and/or Friday evening (May 16th) in rooms 124PC and 125PC. 

Garage sale starts 7:00 am Saturday morning and ends at noon. 

Asking for volunteers to help Friday night from 6:00 pm to 9:00 

pm and/or Saturday morning from 6:00 am to 1:00 pm. In 

addition, volunteers with pickup trucks are needed that Friday 

night and/or Saturday morning. Please volunteer to help for a 

couple hours on Saturday morning, thanks. Contact Jon Hagarman 

(972) 680-9519 for additional info and to sign up.  

Jon 

 

 

 



2008 Fraternal Photograph 

If you ordered a 2008 Fraternal Picture, then please come to the 

Business Meeting on May 1st to pick up your photo.  Pictures will 

be handed out between 6:40 and 6:59. If you ordered COD, we 

will accept exact cash or checks made payable to "A Pixel in 

Time".  Thanks,  

Milton Catalina 

 

Prayer Requests  

Randy Bodin, John Kolich, Mary Ann Kolich, Billie Kornegay, 

Ed Biewer, Margaret Kocorek, Pepi Johnson, Lairy Johnson, 

Hank Horton, John Chauvin, Millard Underwood, Dick Kozera, 

Gin Eichman, Jack Stubbs, Al Williams, John Listi, Sam Denault, 

& all Service Men and Women serving abroad. 

 

Repose of the soul of Alice Williams. 

 

KoC Texas State Convention 

There is NO requirement to be Registered or to be a Delegate to 

attend the Friday night event (Cardinal will be there.).  Come and 

bring the FAMILY! 

Jack Harvey 

 

 
Church Activities 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Past 

Grand Knight & 

3-Year Trustee 

  
 Joel Lanoux 

Pope praises Fr. McGivney as an "exemplary American 

priest"  

Homily at St. Patrick's Cathedral cites his "vision and zeal"   

(NEW YORK, NY) - During his homily at this morning's Mass 

for Clergy and Religious at St. Patrick's Cathedral, Pope Benedict 

XVI made special mention of "the remarkable accomplishment of 

that exemplary American priest, the Venerable Michael 

McGivney, whose vision and zeal led to the establishment of the 

Knights of Columbus."  McGivney's cause for sainthood is being 

considered at the Vatican, and the Pope declared him a venerable 

servant of God in mid-March.  

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson made the following statement 

regarding the Pope's remarks: 

"This morning, Pope Benedict reminded America's clergy that the 

'secret of the impressive growth of the Church' in the U.S. was a 

'unity of vision and purpose - rooted in faith and a spirit of 

constant conversion and self-sacrifice,' and held up as a prime 

example our founder, Fr. McGivney.   

"The Pope's selection of Fr. McGivney as a role model for today's 

priests and religious is very important for us.  Thousands of 

priests are among the 1.7 million members of the Knights of 

Columbus, including Cardinal Egan and hundreds of others in the 

Archdiocese of New York.  Each and every day, all of us in the 

Knights of Columbus look to Fr. McGivney's vision and example 

as a guide to our work of charity and evangelization.  At a time 

when our priests are in need of our support more than ever, the 

Pope's promotion of Fr. McGivney as a role model for clergy 

everywhere is both timely and enormously appreciated.  We 

pledge our fervent support for his call to revitalize and renew the 

Catholic Church here and around the world." 

The above article was taken and reproduced from the Knights of 

Columbus E-mail News Service. 

Joel Lanoux, PGK, Prayer Director 

  

SATISFIED WITH YOUR LIFESTYLE? 

 

Looking for a change in direction? A way to spend your life 

providing service to others? If you are a single, Catholic, 18 to 40 

years of age and have an interest in learning about the ministry as 

a priest, brother or sister, join a group of other men and women 

seeking similar answers at the 2008 Vocation Awareness 

Program. It’s a weekend of talks, panel discussions, consultations 

and prayer conducted by a professional religious staff. The event 

will be held at Holy Trinity Seminary, June 27-29, 2008. There is 

no charge to participants. Applications, with additional 

information, will be available on church bulletin boards, 

beginning May 4th.  For further information, contact Father Rudy 

Garcia, Director of Vocations, Dallas Diocese at 214-379-2860 or 

email rgarcia@cathdal.org, or visit http://www.vapinfo.org. This 

program is sponsored by the Serra Clubs of Dallas and Ft. Worth. 

 

Bill McKinney 

 

DEACON VINCENT 

 

I hope you were able to attend the ordination of Vincent Anyama, 

to the position of Transitional Deacon, on April 5, 2008. It was an 

honor to have our Brother Knight, Bishop Kevin Farrell, celebrate 

this Mass here at St Joseph. While he looks forward to Vincent’s 

ordination to the priesthood in 2009, he reiterated the need for 

many more vocations. PLEASE PRAY DAILY FOR 

RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS.  
 

Our council was responsible for setting up the gym for the 

reception following Mass. The following Brother Knights helped 

with this effort: Milton Catalina, Harold Hansen, Don O’Bryan, 

Elmer Resko, Paul Sine, Derek Storey and Bill McKinney.  

 

Bill McKinney 

 



 
Community Activities 

 

 
 

 

 
 

For live interactive radio and the teachings of our Catholic Faith, 

tune in 24 hours a day for answers to your questions and become 

inspired to go out spreading the Good News.  

 
Squires Paintball Outing 

April 19th Squires and Knights went paint balling and had a great 

time, Special thanks to Luis Cano for driving and picking up 

lunch for all. 

Phil Lozano 

 

 
Texas Homestead Tax Cap for 65 & Older 

You must vote in May to keep the Homestead tax cap for 65 and 

over, even if you are not 65 yet. If you are a Texas homeowner 

then this is important to you.  If not, it is important to your friends 

who are. 

I want to be sure you are aware of a constitutional amendment that 

will be on the ballot at the May election.  It is an amendment to 

correct an error made by the lawmakers when they voted for a 

reduction in school property taxes in 2005. 

When the lawmakers voted for a one-third reduction in school 

property taxes beginning in 2006 and to be completed this year, 

they forgot about the homestead exemption for senior citizens and 

people with disabilities. 

The state constitution caps school property taxes for homeowners 

65 years and older and those who are disabled. 

However, they DID NOT get the same reduction when the 

property tax cut for schools was voted on two years ago. 

So an amendment is on the May ballot to correct this error. 

The problem is that most voters who are younger than 65 or not 

disabled probably won't even notice the amendment or care. 

PLEASE get out and vote for this amendment if not for yourself, 

then for your parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and friends.  We 

would really appreciate your getting the word out to all your 

friends and families to vote for this amendment. 

The fear is that with a low voter turnout, the amendment could 

very well not pass. 

So, please, please pass the word and VOTE for the constitutional 

amendment.  Early voting will take place April 30 - May 5 from 7 

am to 7 pm; May 6 from noon to 6 pm and May 7 - May 8 from 7 

am to 7 pm.  Election Day is May 12 from 7 am to 7pm. 

 

From the Insurance Agent 
 

Insurance Update 

 

This month’s column is for all you baby boomers out there.  Do 

you know what that is sneaking up on you? 

 

Retirement! 

 

Ouch. I know.  It’s hard to believe isn’t it?  Seems like just 

yesterday… 

 

But it’s coming and coming fast. And that’s actually the good 

news. 

 

Let me share with you some tidbits that may be of interest: 

 

“The trend by companies to freeze or end their employee pension 

plans may have a big impact on baby boomers now on the cusp of 

retirement. 

 

Boomers with pension plans have counted on monthly retirement 

checks at the end of their career, but more employers are ending 

their plans or halting future benefit accruals.  Those at greatest 

risk include boomers in their late 40s and early 50s who are still at 

least a decade from retirement but too old to save enough to make 

up the difference in their pension benefits. 

 

An August, 2005 survey by PricewaterhouseCoopers showed that 

nearly half of companies that expect to change their pension plans 

in the next year are considering freezing benefits for all 

employees.  More than a third that offered pensions have already 

pared back these benefits over the last three years. 

 

“This will definitely be a problem for baby boomers,” says Karen 

Friedman at the Pension Rights Center.  “You’ve been at a 

company under the plan and worked for years with that 

expectation, and then it’s taken away.” 

 

Joe Jackson  

joseph.jackson@kofc.org 

972-342-2385 

 



For the Good of the Order 

Brothers 

By the time we gather in Dallas for our annual meeting, Texas 

could be the first jurisdiction in the Order with more than $5 

billion of life insurance in force. Today, the jurisdiction of Texas 

has $4,930,488,246 of life insurance in force. We have more than 

103,000 policy holders in the state. Just over 40% of our 88,561 

members in Texas are insurance members of the Order.  

The Knights of Columbus are well on their way to having more 

than $70 billion of life insurance in force by the end of the year. 

Currently the Knights have almost $67 billion of life insurance in 

force and more than 1.6 million policy holders. It's been projected 

that the Knights of Columbus could have $100 million of life 

insurance in force by 2013.  

With the Supreme Knight attending our convention this year it 

would be great if we could surpass the $5 billion plateau. No other 

jurisdiction is even close to Texas. In fact, Quebec and New York, 

both with more members than Texas, have $1.8 billion and $3.7 

billion of life insurance in force respectively.  

We are the leading insurance jurisdiction because we have 9 great 

general agencies staffed with some of the best field agents in the 

Order. These men give of their time and talent to help Knights 

protect their families' treasure. We need to encourage more of our 

members to take the final step in knighthood and become an 

insurance member of the Order. So far this fraternal year, 1,367 

new insurance members have joined our ranks in Texas. That is a 

fantastic effort, but we could be doing better.  

With the markets in turmoil there is one oasis of calm out there, 

it's your Knights of Columbus Insurance Company. Our company 

is always putting your interest first, and that's why we refuse to 

make a fast buck with risky investments. While other financial 

institutions write down billions of dollars in assets because of 

questionable investments, the Knights of Columbus Insurance 

Company continues to increase in value. We can accomplish this 

because we are guided by sound business principles supported by 

our Catholic faith. Our insurance members have not lost any 

money in these turbulent markets.  

I want to encourage all of you to buy a copy of our Supreme 

Knights' book, A Civilization of Love, and read his chapter on 

business ethics. You'll understand better why we are such a 

successful company. 

Congratulations Texas for doing so well in membership and 

insurance promotion. We have reached 70% of our state deputy's 

recruiting goal, and we have added more than $100 million in new 

insurance since January 1, 2008. What a celebration we are going 

to have next week in Dallas. I hope to see you there. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Ron Gay 

Supreme Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Welcome to Dallas 

 

 

 

 

 

        
       In Memory of 

Jerome A. Nauyokas 

3/13/32 to 1/8/08 

4th Degree, 8954 

 

Grand Knight Derek Storey 

and Council 8954 would  

like to welcome Cardinal  

Daniel DiNardo of Texas,  

Supreme Knight Carl  

Anderson, State Deputy  

Larry Zapalac, and the  

Texas Delegation of your  

local councils to the  

104th Annual Texas State  

Convention, May 2, 2008.
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        2007 – 2008 OFFICERS 
 
GRAND KNIGHT   DEREK STOREY  972-487-7099 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT CONARD KESTER  972-470-9170 
CHAPLAIN    MSGR. DON FISCHER 972-231-2951 
CHANCELLOR   JACK STUBBS  214-826-4507 
RECORDER    MILTON CATALINA  972-907-2762 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY  LAIRY JOHNSON  972-234-8489 
TREASURER   LARRY BRUCE  972-530-4903 
ADVOCATE    CHRIS GLASER  713-894-3549 
WARDEN    STEVE JOHNSON  972-697-1087 
LECTURER    TOM PARKER  972-530-6243 
INSIDE GUARD   PHIL LOZANO  972-705-9440 
OUTSIDE GUARD   CHUCK HINTON  972-644-7636 
1 YEAR TRUSTEE   ISAAC SANDOVAL  972-495-8930 
2 YEAR TRUSTEE   BRIAN ROETEN  972-414-0507 
3 YEAR TRUSTEE   JOEL LANOUX  972-705-9867 
 
KNIGHT SUPPORT LINE      972-495-8930 
 
INSURANCE FIELD AGENT JOE JACKSON  972-342-2385 

E-mail: Joseph.Jackson@KofC.org 


